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1. 

1.   GENERAL  PROVISIONS 

1.1  Authority.  These  regulations  are  promulgated  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Executive  Office  of  Isnvironmental  Affairs  (hereinafter  the  Secretary) 
pursuant  to  Section  62  of  Chapter  30  of  the  General  Laws  (hereinafter 
C.  30,  s.  62). 

1.2  Applicability.   (a)   These  regulations  shall  apply  to  all  agencies, 
departments,  boards,  commissions,  committees,  authorities  and  instru- 
mentalities within  the  Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs,  and 
shall  govern  the  preparation  and  publication  of  Assessment  Forms  and 
Impact  Reports  by  each  such  agency.   The  appendices  incorporated  herein 
contain  additional  provisions  as  may  pertain  to  only  one  agency;  such 
appendices  as  so  designated,  shall  be  a  part  of  the  regulations  for  that 
agency. 

(b)   For  any  work,  project  or  activity  to  which  these  regulations  apply, 
if  an  impact  report  is  required  under  the  National  Environmental  Policy 
Act  of  1969,  I42  use  U32I  et  seq,  (hereinafter,  NEPA)  or  other  applicable 
federal  statutes,  then  the  report  prepared  to  comply  with  the  requirements 
of  Section  102  (2)  (c)  of  NEPA  shall  be  deemed  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
these  regulations  as  specified  in  Section  9- 

1 . 3  Relationship  of  General  Laws  Chapter  30,  section  61. 
(a)   Meaning  of  Chapter  30,  section  61. 

Massachusetts  General  Laws,  Chapter  30,  section  61  (hereinafter  C.30,s.61) 
requires  all  agencies  of  the  commonwealth  to  review  ;ind  evaluate  all  of 
their  activities,  to  determine  the  impact  on  the  natural  environmcnL  of  such 
activities, and  to  use  "all  practicable  means  and  measures  to  minimize  damage 
to  the  environment."  The  section  defines  "damage  to  the  environment"  as 
significant  actual  or  probable  destruction,  damage  or  impairment  to  the 
natural  resources  and  historic  sites  of  the  commonwealth,  and  gives  exampJcs 
of  wliat  types  of  damage  are  included.   The  section  contains  a  requirement 


that  all  statutes  of  the  commonvcalth  "shall  be  interfireted  and  acimin- 
istered  so  as  to  luinimize  and  prevent  damage  to  the  en\'ironmcnt . " 
C.30,s.61  is  thus  a  requirement  that  agencies  shall  consider  the  inii)act 
on  the  environment  of  all  of  their  activities  and  that  they  shall  use 
all  "easible  and  practicable  means  and  measures  to  minimize  or  avoid 
damage  to  the  environment.   In  addition,  the  section  specifically  states 
that  all  agfnty  decisions  shall  include  findings  which  describe  environmen- 
tal impact  and  state  that  all  feasible  measures  liave  been  taken  to  avoid 
or  minimize  adverse  impact.   The  language  of  tlie  section  specifically 
prohibits  interpretations  of  the  section  or  of  any  otlier  statute  except 
those  interpretations  which  will  minimize  and  prevent  environmental  damage, 
unless  there  is  a  clear  contrary  intent  in  the  statute, 

(b)   Relationship  of  C.30,s.61  to  C.30,s.62. 

C. 30,3.61  requires  all  agencies  to  review  and  evaluate  all  of  their 
activities  so  that  they  can  describe  environmental  iin[iact  and  further  requires 
them  to  avoid  or  minimize  that  impact.   C.30,s.62  requires  the  establishment 
of  a  system  for  writing  and  reviewing  environmental  iripact  reports.   The 
evaluation  required  by  C.30,s.61  in  most  cas-  s  \iil\    he  contained  in  the 
impact  report  and  and  the  required  findings  should  be  based  on  thiL  , eport, 
although  the  findings  are  not  part  of  the  report  itself.   C.30,s.61  should 
thus  bt  viewed  as  the  last  step  of  a  process  designed  to  lead  to  the  full 
disclosL're  of  environmental  impact  through  the  C.30,s.fj/'  procedures  anfi  then 
to  the  actual  avoidance  or  minimizing  of  adverse  environmental  impact  by 
decisions  made  in  compliance  witli  C,30,s.61.   Section  61  sets  the 
environmental  standards  for  agency  decisions,  the  section  62  process  \ii'l 
in  most  cases  provide  the  evidence  for  such  decision-. 


1.4   Purpose  of  Environmental  Impact  Reports.   An  environmental  impact  report 
is  an  informational  planning  document  which,  when  fully  ()reparcd  .iccord- 
ing  to  applicable  regulations  and  C. 30, s. 62,  wi 11  inform  public  decision- 
makers and  tlie  general  public  of  the  environmental  effects  of  the  activ- 
ities public  decision-makers  propose  to  carry  out  or  aii[)rovc.   An  envir- 
onmental impact  report  is  a  useful  planning  tool  to  enable  environmental 
damages  and  benefits  to  be  fully  disclosed  and  considered  by  public  agen- 
cies before  they  make  their  decisions.   Consequently,  environmental  impact 
reports  must  be  prepared,  and  the  environment  considered,  as  early  in  the 
agency  planning  and  decision-making  process  as  is  possible,  and  in  any 
case,  before  the  final  decision  is  made.   An  environmental  impact  report 
should  not  be  used  to  justify  or  support  a  decision  which  has  already 
been  made.   Environmental  impact  reports,  whether  prepared  by  the  agency 
itself,  through  outside  contractual  arrangements,  or  otherwise,  must  be 
carefully  considered  by  agency  decision-makers  before  tliey  decide  to 
proceed  with  a  project  and  before  they  determine  the  final  form  which  the 
project  will  take.   Indications  of  adverse  environmental  impact  a[ipearing 
in  an  environmental  impact  report  do  not  in  themselves  require  that  a 
proposed  activity  be  halted.   Agencies  retain  existing  authority,  includ- 
ing their  own  legal  authority  and  all  other  generally  applicable  law  such 
as  C.30,s.61,  to  make  their  decisions  based  on  a  balancing  of  environmental, 
economic  and  social  objectives. 

2.   DEFINITIONS.   As  used  in  these  regulations,  the  following  words  shall  have 
the  following  meanings :- 

2.1   "Agency" ,  any  agency,  department,  board,  commission,  committee  or  authority 
of  the  commonwealth  within  the  Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs, 
including  the  Executive  Office  when  it  initiates  and  is  responsible  for  a 
project; 


2.2  "Days" ,  calendar  days;  provided,  that  in  computing  time  periods  such 
periods  shall  exclude  the  day  of  the  event  which  starts  the  period 
running  and  further  provided  that  if  the  last  day  of  a  period  falls  on 
a  Saturday,  Sunday  or  legal  holiday  such  period  shall  be  extended  to 
close  of  business  on  the  next  business  day; 

2.3  "Environmental  Impact",  any  significant  benefit  or  damage  to,  or  impair- 
ment of  the  natural  resources  of  the  commonwealth  as  defined  in  Chapter  30, 
section  61  of  the  General  Laws; 


2.1*   "Projects" ,  shall  mean  all  agency  works,  projects  or  activities  which' 
may  cause  damage  to  the  environment.   Unless  specifically  exempted  pur- 
suant to  these  regulations,  "projects"  shall  include,  but  not  be  limited 
to:   (l)  projects  which  alter,  modify  or  make  additions  to  the  natural 
environment,  conducted  by  the  agency  or  under  contract  with  the  agency; 
(2)  proposals  to  the  legislative  or  administrative  organs  of  the  federal, 
state  or  local  governments  for  work  of  the  above  type  to  be  undertaken  or 
funded  within  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  for  or  on  behalf  of  the 
Agency;  (3)  any  work,  project  or  activity  which  may  cause  environmental 
damage  and  which  is  undertaken  by  the  agency  directly,  under  contract  with 
the  agency,  supported  by  any  form  of  financial  assistance  by  the  agency,  or 
which  involves  the  issuance  of  a  lease,  permit,  license,  certificate,  or  any 
other  entitlement  for  use  by  an  agency  for  work  to  be  performed  by  any  other 
person. 

2.5  "Secretary" ,  the  secretary  of  the  executive  office  of  environmental  affairs. 

2.6  "Significant" ,  significance  should  be  determined  according  to  the  magnitude 
of  an  impact  and  its  probability  of  occurring.   Improbable  events  may,  for 
example,  be  significant  if  the  magnitude  of  the  possible  effect  is  suffi- 
ciently important.   Small  impacts  can  have  a  cumulative  effect  which  is 
significant.   Irreversibility,  effect  on  man,  degree  of  change,  duration  of 
impact,  and  scope  and  stability  of  affected  ecosystems  are  all  factors  which 
are  relevant  in  determining  significance. 

INITIAL  PROCEDURES 

3 . 1   Preparation  of  the  Environmental  Assessment  Form. 

(a)   During  the  initial  planning  phase  of  any  project  which  is  not  exempted 
under  these  regulations,  an  agency  shall  determine  whether  the  project  is 
one  which  may  cause  significant  environmental  damage,  and  which  will  therefore 
require  the  preparation  of  an  Environmental  Impact  Report  by  using  an 


Environmental  Assessment  Form  (See  Appendix  A)  to  assist  it  in  m^nking 
this  decision  and  submitting  the  completed  Environmental  Assessment 
Form  to  the  secretary. 

(b)  Blank  Environmental  Assessment  Forms  will  be  available  upon  re- 
quest from  the  Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs. 

(c)  The  Eavironmental  Assessment  Form  is  not  an  environmental  impact 
report  or  a  draft  report  within  the  meaning  of  C.30,s.62. 

(d)  If  it  is  decided  by  the  agency  that  a  draft  environmental  impact 
report  will  be  prepared,  work  on  it  shall  begin  immediately.   If  it  is 
decided  that  a  report  will  not  be  prepared,  the  agency  need  prepare  no 
additional  paperwork  after  the  Environmental  Assessment  Form  is  sub- 
mitted to  the  secretary,  except  as  may  be  required  under  the  provisions 
of  Regulation  3.2  (c). 

(e)  In  the  rare  situations  where  immediate  emergency  action  by  an  agency 
is  essential  to  avoid  an  imminent  threat  to  public  health  or  safety,  or 

a  serious  and  immediate  threat  to  the  natural  resources,  a  project  may 
commence  without  an  Assessment  Form  or  an  impact  report;  provided  that, 
wherever  possible,  the  agency  shall  have  obtained  the  prior  written 
approval  of  the  secretary.   If  the  necessity  for  immediate  action  precludes 
ohtaining  the  prior  approval  of  the  secretary,  he  shall  be  informed  of  the 
action  as  soon  as  possible.   Within  60  days  following  the  initiation  of  such 
project  the  agency  shall  commence  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  these 
regiolations.   Any  impact  report  prepared  under  this  section  should  speci- 
fically consider  alternatives  to  the  immediate  emergency  action,  the  length 
of  time  for  which  the  immediate  action  should  be  continued,  and  the  desir- 
ability of  taking  similar  action  in  similar  circumstances  in  the  future. 


(f)  The  agency  shall  indicate  on  the  Environmental  Assessment  Form 
whether  an  "Extensive"  Draft  Report  or  a  "Standard"  Draft  Re[)ort  will 
be  prepared.   The  need  for  an  Extensive  Report  shall  be  determined  on 
the  basis  of  the  following  factors: 

(1)  the  magnitude  of  the  potential  environmental  impact  caused  by  the 
project; 

(2)  the  availability  of  reasonable  alternatives  that  warrant  careful 
analysis;  and 

(3)  the  extent  to  which  more  in-depth  analysis  would  help  to  resolve 
uncertainties  about  possible  environmental  impacts  of  the  proposed 
project  or  its  alternatives. 

An  Extensive  Report  shall  be  mandatory  in  any  case  if  required  by  tlie 
secretary. 

In  addition  to  the  discussion  of  alternatives  required  by  section  6.1, 
Part  IV,  the  difference  between  a  Standard  Report  and  an  Extensive 
Report  is  a  matter  of  degree,  both  in  depth  and  breadth  of  analysis. 
A  Standard  Report  should  not,  for  example,  require  more  than  six 
professional  man-months  of  effort,  and  may  require  much  less  depending 
on  the  project. 

(g)  If  a  submitting  agency  decides  not  to  proceed  with  a  project  after 
an  Environmental  Assessment  Form  has  been  submitted  indicating  that  a 
report  will  bo  filed  for  the  project,  the  agency  shall  notify  the 
secretary  in  writing  of  its  decision. 

(h)   If  a  proposed  project  is  changed  so  that  it  m.ay  cause  significant 
enviromental  damage  after  an  Environmental  Assessment  Form  has  been 
submitted  indicating  that  a  report  will  not  be  filed  for  the  project, 
the  project  shall  be  re-evaluated  and  a  new  Environmental  Assessment 
Form  submitted. 


3. 2   Submittal  of  Environmcnl.il  Assessment  Forms. 

(a)  Upon  the  submission  to  the  secretary  of  an  Environmental  Assess- 
ment Form  which  concludes  that  a  project  will  not  cause  significant 
environmental  damage  (a  Negative  Assessment),  the  originating  agency 
shall  distribute  copies  of  the  form  to  those  reviewing  agencies, 
departments,  boards,  commissions,  divisions  or  authorities  designated 
by  the  secretary  as  having  jurisdiction  by  law  or  special  expertise 
with  respect  to  any  environmental  impact  involved  (Appendix  B). 

(b)  Public  notice  of  the  submission  of  such  a  Negative  Assessment  or 
the  submission  of  an  Assessment  indicating  that  an  environmental  impact 
report  will  be  prepared  shall  be  given  under  the  provisions  of 
Regulation  10,   The  originating  agency  shall  make  copies  of  such  Assess- 
ment Forms  available  to  the  general  public  upon  request  and  may  charge 
members  of  the  public  for  the  cost  of  reproduction  of  such  copies. 

(c)  Reviewing  agencies  and  interested  members  of  the  public  shall 

submit  any  comments  on  Negative  Assessments  or  other  Assessments  to  the 
secretary  and  the  originating  agency  within  15  days  following  publica- 
tion of  the  notice  of  submission  of  such  Assessments  under  the  provisions 
of  Regulation  10.   Following  this  15  day  period,  but  in  any  case  within 
20  days  after  the  publication  of  notice,  the  Secretary  shall  issue  a 
written  statement  indicating  whether  or  not,  in  his  judgment,  the 
Negative  Assessment,  or  the  decision  to  write  either  an  Extensive  or 
Standard  Report,  adequately  and  properly  complies  with  the  provisions 
of  these  regulations.   Failure  to  act  within  such  twenty-day  period 
shall  be  of  the  same  effect  as  the  approval  of  the  secretary.   Notwith- 
standing the  above  provisicms,  the  secretary  may  at  any  point  following 
the  receipt  of  an  Assessment  and  prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  twenty-day 


period  issue  (1)  a  statement  that  a  Negative  Assessment  does  not,  in 
his  judgment,  adequately  and  properly  comply  with  the  provisions  of 
these  regulations  or  (2)  a  statement  that  a  decision  to  write  either  an 
Extensive  or  Standard  Report  does,  in  his  judgment,  adequately  and 
properly  comply  with  the  provisions  of  these  regulations.   If  an 
Assessment  is  disapproved  by  the  secretary,  the  originating  agency 
shall  re-assess  the  project  and  submit  a  new  Assessment  within  30  days 
following  receipt  of  the  statement  of  disapproval. 

4.   COMBINED  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  REPORTS 

A.l   When  separate  projects  are  substantially  similar  in  their  environmental 
impact  and  are  undertaken  repeatedly,  or  are  otherwise  so  related  as 
to  be  substantially  inter-dependent,  the  responsible  agency  shall  consider 
the  environmental  impact  of  the  projects  in  combination  and,  if  ajipro- 
priate,  prepare  an  Impact  Report  covering  the  combined  projects.   The 
phrase  "or  are  otherwise  so  related  as  to  be  substantially  inter-depcndcnl,' 
shall  include,  but  not  be  limited  to  projects  that  are  individually        : 
identifiable,  but  when  considered  together,  are  part  of  a  unified  develop- 
ment plan  or  individual  actions,  the  cumulative  result  of  which  can  be 
considered  an  integral  whole.   Agencies  should  give  careful  attention 
to  identifying  and  defining  the  purpose  and  scope  of  the  projects  which 
would  most  appropriately  serve  as  the  subject  of  the  report.   In  many 
cases,  broad  combined  program  reports  will  be  required  in  order  to  assess 
the  environmental  effects  of  a  number  of  individual  projects  on  a  given 
geographic  area,  or  environmental  impacts  that  are  generic  or  common 
to  a  series  of  agency  projects,  or  the  overall  impact  of  a  large-scale 
program  or  chain  of  contemplated  projects.   Notwithstanding  the  other 
provisions  of  this  section,  a  combined  report  on  such  i  unified  development 


10. 
plan,  substantially  inter-dependcnt  actions,  large-scale  programs  or 

chain  of  contemplated  projects  may  include  projects  whose  estimated 

date  of  execution  is  more  than  two  years  after  the  date  of  the  combined 

impact  report.   Tlic  combined  report  shall  comply  with  these  regulations, 

shall  specifically  identify  the  covered  projects,  and  shall  describe 

the  cumulative  environmental  impact  of  these  projects.   Combined  reports 

may,  for  example,  be  used  to  assess  the  overall  environmental  impact  of 

a  series  of  routine  projects,  such  as  licensing  or  permitting  activities. 

Combined  reports  are  appropriate  for  such  projects  to  take  place  during 

a  specified  time  in  the  future  but,  except  as  provided  above,  in  no  case 

for  longer  than  two  years.   An  agency  using  a  combined  report  shall 

prepare  a  new  report  if  the  projects  intended  to  be  covered  by  such 

report  change  significantly.   No  project  properly  covered  by  a  combined 

report  shall  require  another  reportj  however   subsequent  reports  on  major 

individual  projects  may  be  necessary  where  such  projects  have  significant 

environmental  impacts  not  adequately  evaluated  in  the  combined  report. 

The  secretary  may  at  any  time  require  a  separate  impact  report  for  any 

project  which  is  covered  by  a  combined  report  and. may  require  a  combined 

report  for  projects  which  may,  as  a  single  project  be  categorically 

exempt,  but  in  some  applications  may  cause  significant  environmental  damage. 

4.2   Agencies  may,  with  the  approval  of  the  secretary,  prepare  impact  re[)orts 
for  separate  stages  of  large-scale  or  long-term  projects. 

5.   JOINT  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  REPORTS 

5.1  When  two  or  more  agencies  are  involved  in  a  project,  they  may  file  a 

jointiy  prepared  environmental  impact  report.   Content  and  form  will  be 
the  same  as  that  of  a  report  prepared  by  a  single  agency,  except  that 
differences  in  agency  opinion  about  specific  items  in  the  report  should 
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be  indicated.   Agencies  may  agree  on  a  single  agency  to  prepare  the 
report,  but  in  such  case  each  agency  remains  mutually  responsible  for 
the  content  of  the  joint  report.   If  a  single  agency  prepares  a  joint 
report,  the  report  shall  be  prepared  pursuant  to  regulations  applicable 
to  that  agency.   If  agencies  cannot  agree  on  a  single  agency  to  prepare 
a  joint  report,  the  secretary  may  designate  one  agency. 

6.   ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  REPORT  CONTENTS 

6.1   The  depth  and  level  of  analysis  throughout  the  report  should  be 
commensurate  with  the  magnitude  of  the  project,  the  availability  of 
alternative  projects  and  alternative  methods  to  reduce  impact,  the  extent 
to  which  detailed  analysis  would  help  to  resolve  uncertainty  about  environ- 
mental impacts,  and  the  decision  to  prepare  either  a  "Standard"  or  an 
"Extensive"  report. 

An  environmental  impact  report  shall  contain  the  following  ['arts: 
PART  1   -   A  copy  of  the  completed  Environmental  Assessment  Form  for       | 
the  project. 

PART  I I   -   Summary  sheet  or  sheets. 

There  shall  be  a  summary  sheet  or  sheets,  written  in  clear  and  non- 
technical language,  which  shall  contain 

(a)  the  name  of  the  project  and  a  brief  description  of  it, 

(b)  any  applicable  federal  or  state  identification  number, 

(c)  the  name  of  the  agency  preparing  the  report, 

(d)  the  date  that  the  report  was  submitted  to  the  secretary, 

(e)  a  designation  as  to  whether  the  report  is  a  draft  or  final  report, 

(f)  a  brief  description  of  the  project  indicating  which  counties  and 
municipalities  are  particularly  affected,  and 

(g)  a  summary  of  the  major  benefits,  costs  and  environmental  impacts  of 
the  project  and  its  alternatives. 


12. 

PART  III   -   Description  of  the  project. 

This  part  should  discuss  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  proposed  work. 

It  shall  include: 

(a)  the  type  of  project, 

(b)  the  objectives  of  the  project,  and  a  specific  discussion  of  the 
benefits  of  the  project, 

(c)  a  general  description  of  the  project's  characteristics  (e.g., 
size,  dollar  cost,  location,  etc.)with  the 

location  and  boundaries  of  a  proposed  project  indicated 

on  a  detailed  map,  an  S'j"  x  11"  portion  of  a  7'j  minute  U.S.G.S. 
Topographic  Quadrangle  Map  or  other  map, 

(d)  an  approximate  timetable  for  the  project, 

(e)  the  method  of  construction,  where  applicable. 

PART  IV   -   A  description  of  the  environment  of  the  area  likely  to  be 
affected  by  the  pro[)osed  project. 

This  part  should  describe  the  environmental  surroundings  as  they  exist 
before  the  project  is  commenced.   The  economic,  physical,  and  social 
characteristics,  both  of  the  immediate  area  of  the  project  and  of  the 
surrounding  region,  should  be  described.  Characteristics 

discussed  shall  include:   (a)  physiography,   (b)  [)lant  and  animal  species 
and  ecosystems,   (c)  water,   (d)  open  space,   (e)  scenic  qualities, 

(f)  air  and  water  quality,   (g)  man-made  features,  including  historical 
features,   (h)   current  nature  of  man's  use  of  the  area.   Any  rare  or  unique 
aspects  of  the  area   that  might  not  be  common  to  other  similar  areas  within 
the  commonwealth   shall  be  specifically  itemized.   All  applicable  environ- 
mental regulatory  requirements  shall  be  described.   This  list  of  factors 

is  meant  to  be  used  as  a  guide,  rather  than  as  a  limit  to  the  analysis. 
Other  topics  shall  be  included  where  significant. 
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PART  V   -   Alternatives  to  the  proposed  pro'icct. 

Alternatives  to  the  proposed  action  must  be  listed,  and  the  major 
benefits  and  costs  of  each  described. 

The  alternatives  shall  be  evaluated  giving  primary  consideration  to  the 
evaluating  agency's  mission,  the  mandate  of  C.30,s.61  that  agencies  use 
all  practicable  means  and  measures  to  minimize  damage  to  the  environment, 
and  the  protection  of  the  public  interest. 

Agencies  are  urged  to  make  use  of  the  resources  of  appropriate  federal, 
state,  and  local  agencies,  private  groups  and  educational  institutions 
in  evaluating  alternatives  to  their  proposed  projects. 

Where  an  agency  has  received  the  approval  of  the  secretary  for  the  use 
of  a  Standard  environmental  impact  report  pursuant  to  regulation  3.1(f) 
the  agency  need  consider  only  those  alternatives  which  that  agency  could 
implement,  including  the  alternatives  of  deferring  action  and  of  taking 
no  action.   Where  an  agency  is  preparing  an  Extensive  impact  report  pur- 
suant to  regulation  3.1(f)  the  agency  must  consider  all  reasonable  al- 
ternatives to  the  proposed  project,  including  the  alternatives  of  defer- 
ring action  and  of  taking  no  action.   Alternatives  not  discussed  because 
of  their  presumed  inferiority  must  be  noted. 

PART  VI   -   The  probable  impact  of  the  proposed  project  and  its  alterna- 
tives on  the  environment. 

Both  damage  and  benefits  to  the  environment  arising  from  the  project  and 
its  alternatives  must  be  discussed  in  this  section. 

Both  primary  and  secondary  consequences  shall  be  included.   For  instance, 
analyze  a  recreation  project  in  terms  of  land  area  taken  and  used  for  the 
project  and  structures  erected  (primary)  and  expected  impacts  on  neighboring 
areas,  increased  automotive  pollution  and  other  off-site  impacts  resulting 
from  the  project  (secondary).   All  phases  of  the 


14. 


project  (e.g.,  including  acquisition,  cons LrucLion,  development,  and 
operating  life),  must  be  considered  when  evaluating  the  impact  of  a 
project  on  the  environment.   Items  in  the  Environmental  Assessment 
Form  can  be  used  as  a  guide  for  anticipating  the  types  of  impact  that 
can  occur,  but  should  not  be  considered  as  all-inclusive. 

Trace  the  impacts  through  to  their  ultimate  effect  on  man.   Those 


impacts  on  the  natural  environment  affecting 

man  should  be  emphasized,  but  impact  on  ecological  systems  such  as  wild- 
life, vegetation  and  marine  life  must  also  be  included.   Quantify  the 
impacts  and  their  economic  value  where  possible. 

If  there  is  uncertainty  about  potential  impacts  and  their  probabilities, 
these  uncertainties  should  be  expressed.   If  disagreements  exist,  they 
should  be  indicated.   If  the  information  obtained  by  the  project  would 
be  of  value  in  assessing  the  environment£ 1  impact  of  future  projects, 
this  should  be  noted.   Agencies  should  be  careful  to  state  all  areas  in 
which  they  feel  data  concerning  impacts  is  unreliable  or  inadequate. 

The  time  frame  of  environmental  impacts  must  be  specified.   Short-term 
and  long-term  environmental  consequences  which  cannot  be  avoided,  should 
the  work  be  performed,  must  be  described.   The  degree  of  irreversibility 
of  impacts  should  be  indicated.   Uncertainty  about  the  time  frame  or 
about  the  degree  of  irreversibility  should  be  treated  explicitly. 

Effects  which  depend  on  the  actions  or  projects  of  other  agencies  or  on 
other  actions  by  the  agency  preparing  the  report  should  be  identified 
as  such.   For  such  cumulative  or  otherwise  inter-dependent  effects,  the 
possible  impacts  of  the  project  should  be  estimated  both  under  tlic  as- 
sumption that  the  other  action(s)  or  project(s)  is  (are)  undertaken,  and 
under  the  assumption  that  it  is  (they  are)  not. 
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In  general,  this  section  must  include  information  and  technical  data 
adequate  to  permit  a  careful  assessment  of  environmental  impact  hy 
commenting  agencies  and  other  interested  parties.   However,  it  should 
not  include  unnecessary  description  or  detail  in  excess  of  that  needed 
for  evaluation  and  review  of  environmental  impact. 

PART  VII   -   All  measures  being  utilized  to  minimize  environmental  damae,fc. 
Any  measures  during  design,  construction  or  operation  that  are  currently 
included  in  the  proposed  project  to  reduce  adverse  environmental  impact 
or  to  produce  a  beneficial  impact  shall  be  described. 

Alternative  measures  which  might  feasibly  be  considered  for  use  in  the 
proposed  project  to  reduce  damages  to  levels  equal  to  or  below  those 
achieved  by  the  proposed  project  shall  also  be  listed.   In  addition,  al- 
ternative measures  which  might  feasibly  result  in  an  environmental  bene- 
fit shall  be  listed. 

Disagreements  as  to  the  relative  merits  and  costs  of  these  al tern.i tives 
should  be  noted. 

PART  VllI   -   Written  comments  by  reviewing  agencies  and  the  public,  if 
any,  and  responses  by  the  preparing  agency. 

A  list  of  all  agencies  to  which  environmental  impact  reports  have  been 
submitted  for  review  and  comment  shall  be  included  in  the  re[)orts. 

Written  comments,  if  any,  by  all  reviewing  agencies,  and  any  state  agency. 
department,  board,  commission,  division,  or  authority  which  has  juris- 
diction by  law  or  special  expertise  with  respect  to  any  environmental 
impact  involved  shall  be  included  in  a  final  report.   Such  conmcnts  and 
responses  to  them  shall  be  included  pursuant  to  regulation  7.0.   (Appen- 
dix B  contains  a  list  of  designated  agencies.) 
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7.   PREPARATION  AND  :^EVIEW  OF  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  REPORTS 

7.1  Draft  Environnienta  1  Impact  Report  PrcparaLion.   Agencies  shall  include 
the  preparation  of  a  draft  environmental  impact  report  as  a  part  of  the 
initial  planning  and  design  phase  of  the  project.   In  order  to  achieve 
the  greatest  possible  involvement  of  agency  personnel  and  decision-makers 
in  the  assessment  and  consideration  of  environmental  impact,  agencies 
shall        use  their  own  full-time  staff  as  much  as  possible  in  the 
preparation  of  the  report.   Agencies  are  further  encouraged  to  adopt 
their  own  internal  regulations  to  insure  that  the  preparation  of  imjiact 
reports  will  be  orderly,  efficient  and  effective.   Where  agencies  feel 
that  they  do  not  possess  the  skill  or  manpower  sufficient  to  [)repare  an 
adequate  report,  the  use  of  qualified  outside  consultants  is  encouraged. 
Consultants  shall  be  selected  pursuant  to  section  11  of  these  regulations, 

7.2  Draft  Environmental  lm()act  Report  circulation;  state  agencies. 
Draft  reports  shall,  upon  completion,  be  submitted  to  the  secretary, 
the  State  Clearinghouse  within  the  Office  of  State  Planning  and  Manage- 
ment, the  appropriate  regional  planning  commission(  s) ,  and  the  attorneiy  . 
general . 

The  State  Clearinghouse  will  coordinate  the  review  of  such  reports  by 
state  agencies  designated  by  the  secretary  or  otherwise  known  by  the 
preparing  agency  or  State  Clearinghouse  as  having  jurisdiction  by  law 
or  special  expertise  with  respect  to  any  environmental  impact  involved. 

Regional  planning  commissions  utilizing  existing  procedures  for  conduct- 
ing environmental  impact  reviews   shall  coordinate  the  review  of  draft 
environmental  impact  reports  at  the  regional  and  local  level. 

7 . 3  Draft  Environmental  Impact  Report  Circulation;  general  public. 

Upon  the  completion  of  a  draft  environmental  imi)act 
report,  public  notice  of  the  availability  of  such  rejiort  shall  be  given 
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pursuant  to  regulation  iq.  Agencies  shall  make  copies  of  the  draft 
report  available  to  public  libraries  and  other  appropriate  institu- 
tions in  the  area  of  the  proposed  project.   Agencies  shall  make  copies 

of  the  draft  report  available  to  the  general  public  upon  request  and 

members  of 
may  chargc'the  public  for  the  cost  of  reproduction  of  such  copies. 

7. A   Date  for  receipt  of  comments.   Agencies  may  by  regulation  or  otherwise 

establish  a  date  by  which  written  comments  from  the  State  Clearinghouse, 
state  and  regional  agencies,  and  the  general  public  must  be  received 
by  the  secretary  and  the  originating  agency,  but  in  no  case  shall  this 
date  be  sooner  than  thirty  days  from  the  date  of  receipt  by  the  Clearing- 
house or  from  the  date  of  publication  of  the  notice  of  the  availability 
of  the  draft  report,  whichever  is  later. 

The  Clearinghouse  shall  complete  the  review  within  the  thirty  days  but 
in  cases  where>due  to  unusual  circumstances? this  is  not  possible,  the 
Clearinghouse  may  extend  the  review  period  by  an  additional  fifteen  days. 
The  originating  agency  shall  be  notified  by  the  Clearinghouse  of  the 
need  for  this  extension  before  the  end  of  the  original  review  period. 
The  specific  date  by  which  comments  must  be  received  shall  appear  on 
each  draft  report. 
7.5   Public  hearings.   Agencies  are  encouraged  to  hold  public  hearings,  in- 
formal workshops  or  public  meetings  at  appropriate  times  before  and 
during  preparation  of  an  impact  report,  and  to  adopt  appropriate  reg- 
ulations or  internal  procedures  for  the  conduct  of  such  hearings,  work- 
shops or  meetings.   Where  an  agency  is  required  to  hold  a  public  hearing 
on  a  project,  environmental  impact  should  be  one  of  the  matters  consid- 
ered at  such  hearings.   In  the  case  of  projects  which  are  likely  to  be 
controversial,  agencies  are  urged  to  encourage  and  make  use  of  public 
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comment  and  resources  as  early  in  the  planning  process  as  is  [)Ossibl(: 
and  before  the  production  of  a  draft  environmental  impact  report  if 
possible.   Agencies  are  further  urged  to  make  as  much  information  as 
possible  available  to  the  public  concerning  the  proposed  project  to 
maximize  the  effect  of  a  hearing,  workshop  or  meeting,  and  to  enable 
the  agency  to  best  utilize  public  participation  to  determine  the 
content  of  impact  reports.   Agencies  should  provide  sufficient  notice 
time  before  any  hearing,  workshop  or  meeting  to  permit  the  public  to 
prepare  adequately,  and  to  make  informed  contributions  at  the  iicaring 
or  meeting. 

7.6  Final  Environmental  Impact  Report  preparation.   After  the  date  for  the 
receipt  of  comments  on  the  draft  report  has  passed,  the  agency  shall 
prepare  a  final  environmental  impact  report.   The  final  report  shall 
contain  all  comments  received  from  state  agencies  and  the  secretary 
and  shall  indicate  what  action  if  any  the  agency  has  taken  in  response 
to  such  comments.   The  final  report  shall  contain  a  description  of  the 
extent  and  magnitude  of  public  response,  representative  comments  from 
members  of  the  general  public  and  an  indication  of  the  agency's 
response  to  such  comments.   The  final  report  shall  contain,  as  part 

of  the  summary,  a  list  of  changes  made  in  the  draft  report  and  in  the 
proposed  project. 

7.7  Final  Environmental  Impact  Report  Circulation.   The  final  environmental 
impact  report  shall  be  noticed  and  circulated  pursuant  to  regulations 
7.2  and  7.3.   The  date  of  publication  of  the  final  report  shall  be  the 
date  of  the  publication  of  notice  of  availability  pursuant  to  Regula- 
tion 10, 
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7.8  Public  docunents.   The  draft  report,  final  report,  and  all  vrritten 
comments  timely  received  shall  be  public  documents. 

7.9  Reviev/  of  draft  .^nd  fin;l  reports  by  sccrctgry.   In  addition  to  any 
other  comments  which  he  may  make,  the  secretary  shall,  for  the  draft 
report,  within  fourteen  days  after  the  time  permitted  for  comments 
pursuant-  to  regulation  7.4,  and  for  the  final  report,  within  thirty 
days  after  the  date  of  publication  of  the  notice  required  by 
regulation  7.7,  issue  a  written  statement,  with  specific  reasons  for 
such  statement,  indicating  whether  or  not  in  his  judgment  said  reports 
adequately  and  properly  comply  with  the  provisions  of  these  or  other 
applicable  regulations  and  with  C.30,s.62.   If  the  secretary  fails  to 
act  within  the  required  time  periods,  such  failure  shall  be  of  the 
same  effect  as  an  approval. 


7.10  ConLTiencement  of  projects.   -Jo  agency  shall  comr-Lerice  any  project  until 
sixty  days  after  it  has  published  a  final  envirorjnental  impact  report. 
("Commence"  is  fiirther  defined  in  Regulation  13.) 
8.   CATEGORICAL  EXg.gTIQIiS 

8.1  To  aid  agencies  in  determining  which  types  of  projects  do  not  involve 

significant  damage  to  the  environment  and  thus  do  not  require  the  prepa- 
ration of  an  environmental  impact  report,  the  following  list  of  exemptions 
is  provided.   For  the  projects  in  each  class  outlined  in  Appendix  C  for 
each  agency,  no  Environmental  Assessment  Form  or  impact  report  shall  be 
required.   To  qualify  for  an  exemption,  a  project  must  be  within  the 
standards  established  for  all  applicable  classes.   If  specific  exemptions 
are  not  outlined  in  the  appropriate  Appendix  C  an  agency  should  file  an 
Environmental  Assessment  Form  for  each  project  which  it  believes  falls 
within  one  of  the  exempt  classes  stating  the  class  and  the  reasons  why 
the  agency  believes  the  project  to  be  exempt.   Appendix  C  may  be  amended 
as  provided  in  Section  l6. 
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8 . 2   Categorical  Excmpton  Classes . 

Class  1 .   Existing  Facilitico.   Class  1  consists  of  the  operation, 
repair,  maintenance  or  minor  alteration  of  existing  structures, 
facilities,  mechanical  equipment  or  topographical  features  involving  no 
expansion  of  use  beyond  that  previously  existing.   This  exemption  shall 
also  incluxle  all  levels  of  routine  office  and  clerical  activities  and  the 
replacement  of  equipment  with  substantially  identical  equipment  except 
where  less  environmentally  harmful  equipment  of  similar  performance 
has  become  available.   This  class  exemption  shall  not  apply  to  situations 
where  the  selection  of  substantial  quantities  of  a  source  or  type  of 
material  used  in  a  project  is  likely  to  have  a  significant  environmental 
effect. 

Class  2.   Replacement  or  Reconstruction.   Class  2  consists  of 
replacement  or  reconstruction  of  existing  structures  or  facilities  where 
the  new  structure  will  be  located  on  the  same  site  as  the  structure 
replaced  and  will  have  the  same  purpose  and  capacity  as  the  structure 
replaced.    These  are  categorically  exempt  except  as  noted  in  Class  1 
where  less  harmful  equipment  is  available  or  where  substantial  noise, 
air,  water  or  other  pollution  or  the  release  of  substantial  waste 
products  is  likely  to  result  from  the  reconstruction  or  replacement 
project. 

Class  3 .   New  Construction  of  Small  Structures.   Class  3  consists 
of  construction  and  location  of  single,  small,  now  facilities  or 
structures  and  installation  of  minor  new  equipment  and  facilities. 
These  are  exempt  except  where  such  construction  may  be  viewed  as  a  part 
of  a  whole,  larger  project  not  otherwise  exempt,  or  series  of  projects, 
all  of  which  are  interrelated  and  logically  form  the  component  parts 
of  a  single  larger  project  as  specified  in  Section  U, 
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Class  4.   Minor  Alterations  to  Land.   Class  4  consists  of 
minor  alterations  to  the  condition  of  land,  water  and/or  vegetation 
and  shall  include  all  non-major  changes  to  areas  less  than  two  acres 
in  extent  but  does  not  exempt  any  public  or  private  person  from  the 

effect  of  any  other  laws  and  regulations  of  the  commonwealth.   (The 

,  for  example, 
exemption  shall  not  apply/to  the  stock  piling  on  such  land  of  quanti- 
ties of  salt,  corrosive  chemicals,  poisonous  substances,  fertilizer, 
etc.  in  quantities  which  may  cause  damage  to  the  environment.)  Tlie 
degree  to  which  any  alteration  is  minor  or  not  dangerous  shall  be 
determined  on  the  basis  of  its  actual  and  potential  effect.   This 
exemption  shall  include  such  projects  as  planting  and  landscaping  to 
improve  the  general  vegetation  quality  and  similar  projects.   This 
exemption  shall  not  include  any  substantial  change  in  the  authorized 
use  for  land  where  such  change  is  likely  to  have  a  significant 
environmental  effect. 

Class  5.   Information  Gathering,    This  exemption  consists  of 
purely  information  gathering  projects  but  shall  not  exempt  projects 
solely  because  of  an  information  gathering  aspect  thereof  if  they  are 
otherwise  not  exempt. 

Class  6.   Inspections.   Class  6  consists  of  projects  limited 
entirely  to  inspection  to  check  for  performance  of  an  operation,  or 
the  quality,  health  or  safety  of  a  project.   It  shall  extend  only  to 
the  act  of  inspection  and  not  to  the  establishment  of  any  new  or 
different  criteria  for  judging  the  qualification  or  non-qualification 
during  the  inspection  where  such  change  in  criteria  is  likely  to  have 
a  significant  environmental  effect. 
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Class  7.   Ministerial  Projects.   Class  7  consists  of  projects 
in  which  the  agency  exercises  no  discretion  but  rather  acts  upon  a 
given  state  of  facts  in  a  prescribed  manner  in  obedience  to  a 
statutory  or  regulatory  mandate  and  in  which  an  agency  official  must 
act  without  regard  to  an  independent  judgment  or  opinion  concerning 
the  propriety  or  wisdom  of  the  project,  although  the  statute  or 
regulation  may  require  in  some  degree  a  construction  of  its  language 
by  the  official.   Such  agency  projects  are  of  the  type  where  the 
officer  would  not  have  authority  to  apply  the  mandate  of  Section  61 
to  see  that  the  environmental  effect  is  minimized.   This  exemption 
applies  to  requests  for  permits  or  licenses  where  there  is  not  agency 
discretion  involved  in  the  granting  or  issuance  thereof.   Agency 
discretion  shall  be  deemed  to  exist  where  the  statutory  or  regulatory 
mandate  permits  the  agency  to  recommend  changes  to  the  applicant  in  the 
substance  of  the  work  to  be  performed  under  such  license  or  permit  or 
where  such  recommendations  are  a  part  of  past  or  established  agency 
practice. 

Class  8.   Threshold  Exemptions.   Agencies  by  rule  or  regulation, 
with  the  approval  of  the  secretary,  may  establish  specific  thresholds 
of  adverse  environmental  impact  for  specific  types  of  projects.   A 
project  which  has  no  adverse  environmental  impact  exceeding  sucli  a 
threshold  and  no  other  significant  environmental  damage  shall  be 
categorically  exempt.   Exemptions  so   approved  may  then  be  adopted  as 
a  part  of  the  appropriate  Appendix  C  to  these  regulations. 
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8.1  No  project  shall  qualify  for  any  categorical  exemption  if  the  [)roiect 
would  he    located  in  a  particularly  sensitive  environmental  area  where 
an  otherwise  insigni 'icant  impact  could  become  significant,  or  i"  it 
would  he  located  in  an  area  of  critical  envi  ronmentiil  concern  as 
designated  by  the  secri-tary. 

8.2  No  series  of  "projects  shall  qualify  for  any  categorical  exemption  if  the 
cumulative  impact  of  such  projects  is  significant.   In  the  case  of  such 
proje'  ts  resulting  in  significant  impact  a  combined  report  described  in 
Section  4.  shall  be  used. 

9,   use  OF  IMPACT  STATEMENTS  REQUIRED  BY  FEDERAL  LAW. 

In  order  to  avoid  unnecessary  duplication  of  effort,  federal  inpact  statements 
may  be  submitted  in  lieu  of  slate  reports.   Such  statements  shall,  however,  be 
circulated  and  reviev^ed  in  draft  and  final  form  as  required  by  thest  or  other 
applicable  state  regulations.   Fedtrtl  assessment  forms  may  not  be  used  in 
place  of  state  assessment  forms. 

10.   PUBLIC  NOTICE. 

Notification  of  the  public  of  important  phases  of  agency  actions  under  the 
provisions  of  these  regulations  ^vi  1  be  accomplished  in  the  manner  provided  in 
this  section.   These  important  phases  include:   (a)  the  submission  of  a  negative 
assessment  form  (see  Regulation  3);   (b)  the  submission  of  an  assessment  form 
indicating  that  an  environmental  impact  report  will  be  prepared  (see  Regulation  3); 
(c)  the  availability  of  a  draft  or  final  environmental  impact  report  (see  Regula- 
tion 7).    Periodically,  but  at  least  once  every  fifteen  days,  a  bulletin  will 
be  published  listing  all  neg-iti've  assessments,  assessments  indicating  that  an 
environmental  impact  report  will  be  prepared,  and  draft  am'  final  environmental 
impact  reports  received  by  the  secretary  in  the  period  following  the  last  publica- 
tion.  This  list  will  be  sent  to  all  individuals  and  organizations  who  inform 
the  Secretary  in  writing  of  their  interest  in  receiving  this  publication.   Such 
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written  notice  of  interest  shall  be  renewed  each  year  in  January.   The 
date  of  publication  of  this  list  shall  be  the  date  upon  which  variois- 
[•eriods  of  time  for  review  specified  in  these  regulations  shall  coinmence . 
See  Regulation  3.2  (c),  7.4  and  7.9. 

11.  JUDICIAL  REVIEW. 

No  legal  action  based  on  a  failure  to  comply  with  these  regulations  or 
with  C.30,s.62  may  be  filed  unless  such  action  is  filed  no  later  than  sixty 
days  after  the  date  of  publication  of  the  final  environmental  impact  report 
as  defined  in  Regulation  7.7;  provided,  however,  that  a  legal  action  which 
is  brought  pursuant  to  Chapter  214,  section  lOA  of  the  General  Laws  may  be 
brought  if  the  notice  required  by  paragraph  four  of  that  section  is  filed 
within  such  sixty  day  period. 

12.  JOINT  APPROVAL  OF  SELECTION  OF  CONSULTANTS. 

An  agency  proposing  to  have  outside  professionals  to  aid  in  the  pre[)aration 
of  an  environmental  impact  report  including  reports  submitted  pursuant  to 
Regulation  9.  shall  submit  the  name  of  such  consultant  and  a  statement  of 
his  qualifications  by  professional  training  and  experience  to  the  secretary 
for  his  approval  as  may  be  required  by  forms  for  this  purpose  which  may  be 
obtained  from  the  secretary. 

13.  NON- RETROACTIVE  APPLICATION. 

These  regulations  shall  not  apply  to  projects  which  have  commenced  before 
July  1,  1973.   Agencies,  with  the  approval  of  the  secretary,  may  further 
define  the  word  "commenced"  by  identifying  by  rules  anc"  r'-gulations  which 
projects  or  categories  of  projects  shall  be  subject  to  C.30,s.62.   Such 
n^gulations  shall  specifically  identify  a  uniform  phase  or  point,  the  comple- 
tion or  attainment  of  which  comndts  the  agency  to  the  ul  tima te 'comijlc tion  of 
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of  a  specifically  planned  activity.   Projects  shall  be  deemed  to  have 
commenced  when  the  agency  has  undertaken  a  continuous  program  of  action 
or  construction  or  has  entered  into  a  binding  agreement  or  other  obliga- 
tion to  undertake  and  complete  a  continuous  program  of  action  or  construc- 
tion. 

14.  DISCRETIONARY  AUTHORITY. 

If,  at  any  time  before  the  period  for  judicial  review  of  compliance  with 
these  regulations  has  expired,  the  secretary  has  reason  to  believe  that 
the  facts  or  circumstances  concerning  any  project  as  presented  in  any  form 
or  report  required  by  these  regulations  are  not  as  were  presented,  or  have 
changed,  or  that  additional  information  is  necessary  for  any  other  reason, 
he  may  require  an  amendment  or  change  in  any  such  form  or  report,  or  the 
preparation  of  a  new  or  additional  form  or  report. 

15.  AGENCY  RULES  AND  REGULATIONS. 

Each  agency  subject  to  the  provisions  of  these  regulations  shall  make  such 
rules  and  regulations  for  its  internal  procedures   nd  practice  as  are 
necessary  for  compliance  with  these  regulations  and  may  include  procedures 
for  requiring  applicants  for  agency  actions  (licenses,  permits,  etc.)  to 
provide  relevant  environmental  data  to  the  agency  for  the  preparation  of 
assessment  forms  or  reports.   Excepting  any  statutory  mandate  to  the 
contrary,  such  regulations  shall  not  become  effective  until  approved  in 
writing  by  the  secretary.   If  at  any  time  the  secretary  determines  that  the 
procedures  and  practices  of  any  agency  are  not  adequate  for  proper  compli- 
ance with  these  regulations  and  the  agency  has  not  prepared  internal 
regulations  pursuant  to  this  section,  then  the  secretary  may  adopt  for  such 
agency,  such  rules  and  regulations  as  he  deems  appropriate  for  such  compliance. 
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16.  AMENDMENT. 

These  regulations  may  be  amended  from  time  to  time  by  the  secretary 
in  accordance  with  the  applicable  provisions  of  M.G.L.  Chapter  30A. 
At  least  once  each  year  after  the  adoption  of  these  regulations, 
the  secretary  shall  review  these  regulations  and  determine  whether 
they  continue  properly  to  fulfill  the  requirements  of  C.  30,  s.62. 

17.  SEVERABILITY. 

If  any  provision  of  these  regulations  or  the  application  thereof  is 
held  to  be  invalid,  such  invalidity  shall  not  affect  other  provisions 
or  the  application  of  any  part  of  these  regulations  not  specifically 
held  invalid,  and  to  this  end  the  provisions  of  these  regulations 
thereof  are  declared  to  be  severable. 


Charles  H.  W.  Foster 
Secretary  of  Environmental  Affairs 


A  true  copy: 
Attest 


Matthew  B.  Connolly,  Jr. 
Chief  Planner 
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The  following  appendices  are  intended  to  provide  more  details  and 
aupplemental  information  regarding  the  implementation  of  these  regula- 
tions. They  are  fvirther  intended  to  provide  flexibility  in  implement- 
ing Section  62  by  permitting  experience  gained  under  these  regulations 
to  be  used  by  incorporating  appropriate  information  into  the  appendices. 
It  is  envisioned  that  the  addition  or  modification  of  these  appendices 
will  be  a  continuing  process  in  which  the  public  and  others  are  invited 
to  participate  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  M.G.L.  c.  ^A,  3.4. 


APPENDIX  A 


ENVIHONMENTAL  ASSESSMENT  FORM 


Appendix  A  shall  be  the  Environmental  Assessment  Form,  prepared 
and  amended  from  time  to  time  by  the  Secretary  which  is  made  a  part 
hereof  and  incorporated  herein.  Copies  of  the  'ssessment  Form  may  be 
obtained  by  all  agencies  from  the  Executive  Office  of  Environmental 
Affairs. 


APPENDIX  B 

LIST  OF  DESIGNATED  AGENCIES 

The  follovd.ng  list  contains  the  names  of  agencies  designated  by 
the  secretary  as  having  special  expertise  or  jurisdiction  by  law  in 
the  areas  listed.  Agencies  shall> as  provided  in  section  3«25 circulate 
copies  of  Negative  Assessments  to  all  agencies  listed.   If  an  agency 
is  listed  in  more  than  one  category,  it  need  receive  only  one  copy  of 
a  Negative  Assessment  form.  Draft  and  final  reports  shall,  as  provided 
in  sections  7«2  and  7»7»  be  circulated  to  only  those  agencies  listed 
in  category  A.  The  State  Clearinghouse  shall  be  provided  with  suf- 
ficient copies  of  such  reports  to  enable  the  Clearinghouse  to  coordinate 
the  review  of  such  reports  by  all  appropriate  agencies  in  category  B, 
or  otherwise  known  to  the  Clearinghouse.  Agencies  are  also  encouraged 
to  use  the  list  as  a  resource  for  information  to  help  them  assess  impact 
and  alternatives. 

'  In  addition  to  the  agencies  listed  below,  any  group  may,  upon 
presentation  to  the  Secretary  of  a  petition  with  fifty  signatures  of 
residents  of  the  Commonwealth,  request  to  be  placed  in  one  or  more  of 
the  listed  categories  to  receive  copies  of  documents  related  to  those 
impacts.  Every  six  months,  on  January  1  and  July  1,  the  Secretary  will 
publish  an  updated  list  of  agencies  and  groups,  and  all  docxjments  shall 
be  circxilated  to  those  agencies  and  groups  on  the  most  recent  list. 


Category  A 


Secretary 

Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs 

18  Tremont  Street 

Boston,  Massachusetts     727-7700 


State  Clearinghouse 

100  Cambridge  Street 

Boston,  Massachusetts    727-'+15^ 


Attorney  General 

State  House 

Boston,  Massachusetts    727-2200 


Appropriate  Regional  Planning  Coramission(s) 


Metropolitan  Area  Planning  Council 

^4  School  Street 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02108    523-2^54 


Merrimack  Valley  Planning  Commission 

^77  Essex  Street 

Lawrence,  Massachusetts  018^    686-0 36I 


Northern  Middlesex  Area  Commission 

117  Perry  Street 

Lowell,  Massachusetts  OI852    ^54-8021 


Old  Colony  Planning  Council 

232  Main  Street 

Brockton,  Massachusetts    583-I833 


Southeastern  Regional  Planning  &  Economic 

Development  District 

68  Winthrop  Street 

Taunton,  Massachusetts  0278O    825-O796 


Cape  Cod  Planning  &  Economic 

Development  Commission 

First  District  Court  House 

Barnstable,  Massachusetts    362-25II  x471 


Dukes  County  Planning  &  Economic 

Development  Commission 

Box  l'^88 

Vineyard  Haven,  Massachusetts  02468   693-3453 


Central  Massachusetts  Regional 

Planning  Commission 

70  Elm  Street 

Worcester,  Massachusetts  Ol609    756-7717 


Monta(?husett  Regional  Planning  Commission 

27  Myrtle  Street 

Fitchburg,  Massachusetts     345-7376 


Franklin  County  Department  of  Planning 

Court  House 

Greenfield,  Massachusetts  OI3OI    4l3-77>3003 


Lower  Pioneer  Valley  Regional  Planning  Commission 

1499  Memorial  Avenue 

W.  Springfield,  Massachusetts  OIO89    413-739-5383 


Berkshire  County  Regional  Planning  Commission 

8  Bank  Row 

Pittsfield,  Massachusetts  01201    413-442-8303 


Category  B 

AGRICULTURE 

Agricultxiral  Land 

Department  of  Agriculture 

Agricultural  Plant  and  Animal  Life 

Send  to  appropriate  division  in  Department  of  Agriculture 

Division  of  Animal  Health 
Division  of  Dairying  &  Animal  Husbandry 
Division  of  Plant  Pest  Control 
Division  of  Poultry  &  Poultry  Products 

AIR 

Air  Quality  and  Air  Pollution  Control 

Department  of  Public  Health 

Division  of  Environmental  Health: 

Air  Pollution  Control  Districts  (send  report  to 
appropriate  district) 

Metropolitan  Air  Pollution  Control  District 
Southeast  Massachusetts  APCD 
Lower  Pioneer  Valley  APCD 
Merrimack  Valley  APCD 
Central  Massachusetts  APCD 

Climate  Control 

Department  of  Natural  Resources 


ENERGY 

Energy  Conservation 

Department  of  Public  Utilities 
State  Building  Code  Commission 

Elnvironmental  Aspects  of  Energy  Development,  Generation  and  Transmission 

Department  of  Natural  Resources 

Division  of  Water  Pollution  Control 

Division  of  Marine  Fisheries 

Metropolitan  District  Comnission;  Environmental  Planning  Office 


Department  of  Public  Health: 


Bureau  of  Air  Quality  Control 
Air  Pollution  Control  Districts 

(Send  to  appropriate  district  as  listed  under  Air 
Pollution  and  Air  Quality  Control) 

Department  of  Public  Utilities 

HAZARDOUS  SUBSTANCES 

Radiation 

Department  of  Public  Health 

Herbicides,  Pesticides,  and  Pest  Control 
Department  of  AgriciHtucre : 

Division  of  Plant  Pest  Control 
Pesticide  Board 

Department  of  Natural  Resources 

Bureau  of  Insect  Pest  Control 
Division  of  Marine  Fisheries 

Transportation  &  Handling  of  Hazardous  Materials 

Department  of  Public  Safety 

Department  of  Public  Health 


LAND  USE  AND  MANAGEMENT 
Land  Use 
Department  of  Administration  and  Finance: 

Office  of  State  Planning  and  Management 
Department  of  Coninunity  Affairs 
Department  of  Conmerce  and  Development 

Wetlands,  Floodplains,  Estuaries,  Watersheds  and  Beaches 

Department  of  Natiiral  Resoxtrces: 

Division  of  Water  Resources 
Division  of  Marine  Fisheries 
Department  of  Public  Works: 

Waterways  Division 
Metropolitan  District  Commission;  Environmental  Planning  Office 
Historic  and  Archeological  Sites 

Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 

Department  of  Natural  Resovirces: 

Division  of  Conservation  Services 

Parks,  Forests,  and  Outdoor  Recreation 
Department  of  Natural  Resources: 

Division  of  Forests  and  Parks 
Metropolitan  District  Ccanmission  ;   Environmental  Planning  Office 


Registry  of  Motor  Vehicles: 

Division  of  Marine  &  Recreational  Vehicles 
Mineral  Resources 
Department  of  Natural  Resoiirces: 

Division  of  Mineral  Resoxirces 

Division  of  Marine  Fisheries 


Soil  and  Plant  Life,  Sedimentation,  Erosion  &  Hydrologic  Conditions 
(also  Geologic) 

Department  of  Natural  ResoTjrces: 

Division  of  Forests  and  Parks 
Division  of  Water  Resoiirces 

Department , of  Public  Works; 

Research  &  Materials  Section 
Soils  &  Foundation  Engineer 
State  Geologist 

Visual  Pollution 

Department  of  Natural  Resources: 

Outdoor  Advertising  Division 

Massachusetts  Historical  COTndssion 

NOISE  CONTROL  AND  ABATEMENT 

Department  of  Public  Health: 

Division  of  Air  Pollution/Radiological  Health 
and  Appropriate  APCD 

TRANSPORTATION  &  CONGESTION 

Department  of  Public  Works: 

Metropolitan  District  Commission;  Environmental  Planning  Office 

When  appropriate,  the  following  agencies  should  be  notified: 

Massachusetts  Bay  Transportation  Authority 
Massachusetts  Turnpike  Authority 
Massachusetts  Port  Authority 

URBAN  EFFECTS 

Department  of  Community  Affairs: 

Office  of  Municipal  Affairs 
WATER 

V7ater  Quality  &  Water  Pollution  Control 

Department  of  Natural  Reso\irces: 

Water  Resources  Commission 
Division  of  Water  Pollution  Control 


Department  of  Public  Health: 

Bureau  of  Water  Supply  &  Water  Quality 
Marine  Pollution  &  Shellfish  Sanitation 
Department  of  Natural  Resources; 

Division  of  Water  Pollution  Control 

Division  of  Marine  Fisheries 

Department  of  Public  Health 

River  Regulation  &  Streajn  Channelization 

Department  of  Public  Works 

Division  of  Waterways 

Metropolitan  District  Commission;  Environmental  Planning  Office 

Sanitation  and  Waste  Systems 
Department  of  Public  Works: 

Bureau  of  Sclid  Waste 
Department  of  Public  Health: 

Division  of  Environmental  Health 

Bureau  of  Conmunity  Sanitation 
When  appropriate: 
Metropolitan  District  Commission;  Environmental  Planning  Office 

Shellfish  Sanitation 

Department  of  Public  Health: 

Division  of  Environmental  Health 

Bureau  of  Water  Supply  and  Water  Quality 

Department  of  Natural  Resources : 

Division  of  Marine  Fisheries 
WILDLIFE 

Department  of  Natural  Resources: 

Division  of  Fisheries  and  Game 

Bureau  of  Wildlife  Research  and  Management 
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METROPOLITAN  DISTRICT  COMMISSION 

The  following  is  a  list  of  projects  of  the  Metropolitan  District 
Commission  that  are  categorically  exempt  piirsuant  to  Section  8  of  these 

regulations. 
Class  1 

The  operation,  repair,  maintenance  or  minor  alteration  of  the 
follovd.ng  structures,  buildings  and  facilities,  involvine  no  ex-oanRinn 
of  use  beyond  that  previously  existing. 

a)  All  highway,  pathway,  bieycleway  and  bridle  path  maintenance  and 
repair,  excluding  the  application  of  salts  and  other  chemicals  for 
snow  and  ice  removal;  and  betterments  and  safety  type  projects, 
where  the  limits  of  the  project  are  within  the  existing  surface 
area  of  the  right  of  way,  including  tunnels,  parking  lots,  bridges, 
sidewalks,  traffic  signals  and  signs,  street  lights,  and  street 
and  highway  drainage  systems. 

b)  Skating  rinks  and  service  buildings. 

c)  Swimming  pools  and  service  buildings. 

d)  Fishing  piers,  boatlandings  and  launches  and  service  buildings. 

e)  Seawalls,  fences,  guardrails  and  barriers. 

f)  Zoological  gardens  and  associated  buildings  and  facilities. 

g)  Park  areas  and  associated  facilities  and  equipment. 
h)   Beaches  and  playgrounds. 

i)   Garages,  service  buildings  and  residences. 
j)  Aqueducts,  dams,  dikes  and  diversion  facilities. 

k)   Water  pumping  stations,  water  mains,  water  meters,  water  tunnels 
and  appurtenances  thereto. 


m)  hydroelectric  generating  works. 

n)   Clinton  sewage  treatment  works  and  sewage  pvraping  stations. 

o)  laboratories . 

p)  water  supply  reservoirs. 

q)  watersheds. 

r)  watercourses. 

s)   field  of f ices  5  main  offices  and  headquarters. 

t)  sewage  treatment  works  and  associated  facilities,  including 
headworks,  headhouseSj  pumping  stations,  tunnels,  siphons, 
force  mains,  sewers,  interceptors,  relief  mains,  outfalls, 
gatehouses,  tidegates  and  other  regulating  and  diversion 
structxires. 

u)  screens  and  combined  sewer  overflow  treatment  facilities. 

v)  police  stations. 

w)  radio  facilities. 

x)  animal  maintenance  facilities. 

y)   landfills  and  incinerators. 

The  issuance  of  any  permit,  certificate  or  other  entitlement  with 
respect  to  the  following  subgroup  noted  above  —  (b),  (c),  (d),  (e), 
(f),  (i),  (o),  (s),  (v),  (w),  and  (x) . 

The  operation,  repair,  maintenance,  alteration  or  leasing  of  all 
vehicles  and  equipment  to  be  used  at  or  in  conjunction  with  subclasses 
(a)  through  (y)  above. 
Class  2 

The  replacement  or  reconstruction  of  single,  small  existing  structures 
and  facilities  where  the  new  structure  will  be  located  on  the  same  site 


as  the  structure  replaced  and  will  have  the  same  purpose  and  capacity 
as  the  structure  replaced.  The  replacement  of  vegetation  where  the 
new  vegetation  will  be  located  on  the  same  site  as  the  vegetation  re- 
placed and  shall  be  of  essentially  the  same  character.  The  placement 
of  sand  or  fill  to  replace  that  lost  by  erosion. 

Class  3 

The  construction  and  location  of  single,  small,  temporary  new 
facilities  or  structures  where  the  total  volume  of  the  structvire  does 
not  exceed  10,000  cubic  feet  and  the  surroundings  are  rettimed  to  their 
original  condition  after  the  construction/installation  of  the  structure. 
Temporary  structures  shall  be  demolished  or  removed  within  five  (5) 
years  of  the  date  of  their. completion  and  the  entire  site  returned 
to  its  original  condition. 

The  installation  of  minor  new  equipment. 

Class  h 

Minor  alterations  to  Land  -  Lands cape/groundskeeping,  any  activity 
that  may  alter  or  disturb  temporarily  the  surface  of  the  land  but  after 
the  completion  of  which  the  land  will  be  returned  to  substantially  the 
same  condition  -  e.  g.  minor  soil  grading,  seeding »  earth  and  core  borings, 

Minor  alterations  to  vegetation  after  the  completion  of  v^ich  the 
vegetation  will  be  retiimed  to  substantially  the  same  condition  -  e.  g. 
tree  surgery,  grass  and  weed  cutting. 

Class  3 

Information  collection  -  masterplan  study  components,  traffic  counts, 
engineering  studies,  boring  studies,  surveys  and  soils  and  other  materials 
sampling  feasibility  studies  that  are  not  a  preliminary  step  towards  any 
given  proposed  project. 


Class  6 

Inspections  to  check  for  performance  of  an  operation,  or  quality, 
legality  health,  or  safety  of  facilities,  operations,  structures,  materials 
and  equipment. 

Class  7 

Ministerial  projects  in  which  the  agency  exercises  no  discretion  but 
rather  acts  upon  a  given  state  of  facts  in  a  prescribed  manner  in  obedience 
to  a  statutory  or  regulatory  mandate.   In  these  projects  the  officer  or 
agency  acts  without  regard  to  his  own  judgements  or  opinion  concerning  the 
propriety  or  wisdom  of  the  act  although  the  statute  or  regulation  may  require, 
in  some  degree,  a  construction  of  its  language  by  the  officer. 

Class  8 

The  issuance  of  permits  for  construction  activities  over,  under,  across 
or  within  land,  easements,  rights  of  way,  structures  and  facilities  owned  or 
held  by  the  M.D.C.  whenever  such  permits  involve  less  than  1,000  linear  feet 
of  M.D.C.  land,  easements,  rights  of  way,  structures  or  facilities  will  be 
affected  by  said  activities  (except  where  the  activity  will  result  in  the 
discharge  of  surface  runoff  into  a  water  body)  or  the  improvements  to  result 
from  these  activities  will  service  less  than  three  families  or  dwelling  units. 

Class  9 

Permit  determination. 

The  following  individual  permit  determinations  shall  be  categorically  exempt, 
although  the  class  may  be  subject  to  a  combined  report  under  Section  h. 

a)  Permits  for  use  of  alcoholic  beverages  on  M.D.C.  reservations 

b)  Permits  for  temporary  use  of  M.D.C.  reservations  by  groups  of  50 
or  more  or  for  groups  that  remain  there  overnight,  e.g.  boyscouts, 
campfire  girls,  etc. 

c)  Permits  for  use  of  existing  cottages  on  Peddocks  Island  by  the  present 

owners 
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DEPARTT'lENT  OF  NATURAL  RESOURCES 
(Including  agencies  within,  but  not  under,  the  Department  -  the  Division 
of  Fisheries  and  Game,  the  Fish  and  Game  Board,  the  Public  Access  Board, 
the  Water  Resources  Commission,  the  Division  of  Water  Resources  and  the 
Division  of  V7ater  Pollution  Control) 

The  following  is  a  list  of  projects  of  the  Department  of  Natural 
Resources  (and  included  agencies)  that  are  categorically  exempt  pursuant 
to  Section  8  of  these  regulations. 

Class  1 

The  operation,  repair,  maintenance  or  minor  alteration  of,  or 
the  issuance  of  any  permit,  lease,  license,  certificate  or  entitlement 
for  use  or  the  provision  of  funding  with  respect  to  existing  structures 
facilities,  mechanical  equipment  or  topographical  features  under  the 
control  of  the  Department  involving  no  substantial  expansion  of  use 
beyond  that  previously  existing.  Such  structures,  facilities,  equip- 
ment or  topographical  features  include  but  are  not  limited  to:  build- 
ings, vehicles,  tools,  roads,  paths  and  trails,  access  ramps  and  piers, 
campsites  and  day-use  areas,  research  stations  and  associated  equipment, 
concessions,  ski  facilities  and  forest  fire  detection  and  prevention 
stations  and  systems. 

Class  2 

The  replacement,  reconstruction  or  renovation  of  single,  small  existing 
structures  and  facilities,  or  the  issuance  of  any  permit,  lease,  license, 
certificate  or  entitlement  for  use  or  the  provision  of  funding  with  respect 
to  such  structures,  where  the 


structures  or  facility  will  be  located  on  the  same  site  as  the  structure 
replaced  and  will  have  substantially  the  same  purpose  and  capacity  as 
the  structure  replaced.  Such  structures  include  but  are  not  limited 
to     structures  itemized  under  Class  1  above.   For  the  purpose  of 
this  Class  and  Class  3»  below,  "small"  shall  be  limited  to  projects 
involving  a  building  having  a  cost  of  $500,000.  or  less  or  an  interior 
area  of  not  more  than  10,000  square  feet.   In  the  case  of  projects  not 
involving  a  building,  "small"  shall  be  limited  to  any  project  having  a 
cost  of  $500,000.  or  less  or  not  involving  a  total  land  area  of  more 
than  two  acres. 

Class  3 

The  construction  and  location  of        small  new  facilities  or 
structvires  and  the  installation  of  minor  new  equipment  and  facilities, 
"Small"  shall  be  defined  as  in  Class  2,  above. 

Class  h 

Minor  alteration  in  the  condition  of  land,  water,  vegetation,  or 
fish  and  wildlife  resources  including  the  issuance  of  any  permits,  leases, 
licenses,  certificates  or  entitlements  to  so  alter  the  condition  of  land, 
water  and/or  vegetation.   For  these  purposes  "minor"  shall  be  limited  to 
alterations  to  wetland  areas  of  not  more  than  one  acre  or  a  dry  land  area 
of  not  more  than  5  acres,  and  the  cutting  of  not  more  than  10  trees  per  acre 
in  the  saw  timber  class  which  class  shall  include  softwood  trees  of  9" 
diameter  or  more  and  hardwood  trees  of  11"  diameter  or  more  at  breast  height. 
Such  projects  include  soil  and  ground  water  borings  and  tests,  minor  land 
fills  and  brush  clearing  for  survey  purposes. 

Class  5 

Information  Collection 

As  outlined  in  Regulation  8.1,  including  mineral  and  oceanographic 


surveys  and  research  projects  not  affecting  more  than  100  cubic  yards 
of  material  in  any  one  location  and  the  sampling  of  fish  and  wildlife 
populations  by  netting ^  trapping  and  other  routine  scientific  means. 

Class  6 

Inspection 

As  outlined  in  Regulation  8.1. 

Class  T 

Ministerial  Projects 

As  outlined  in  Regulation  8.1. 

Class  8 

Threshold  Exemptions 

As  outlined  in  Regulation  8.1,  except  that  (a)  no  application  of 
pesticides,  fungicides,  rogenticides  or  herbicides  shall  be  undertaken 
or  permitted,  and  (b)  no  introduction  of  exotic  plant  or  animal  life 
shall  be  undertaken  or  permitted  except  after  either  an  individual  or 
combined  assessment  and  if  appropriate  impact  report. 

Class  9 

Permit  Determinations 

As  used  in  this  Class,  "permit  determinations"  shall  include  the 
issuance  of  any  lease,  license,  permit,  certificate  or  other  entitlement 
for  use.   All  permit  determinations  pertaining  to  projects  which  are 
specifically  exempted  under  any  of  Classes  1-9,  inclusive,  shall  likewise 
be  categorically  exempt.   In  addition,  the  following  permit  determinations 
shall  be  categorically  exempt,  although,  under  the  provisions  of  Regulations 
h   and  8.3,  the  program  of  permit  determination,  including  standards  and 
procedures,  may  be  subject  to  assessment  and,  if  appropriate,  an  impact  report: 

a)  Marine  Fisheries  licenses 

b)  Propagators  Dealer  licenses  to  sell  certain  fish  and  wildlife 

c)  Fishing,  hunting,  sporting  and  trapping  licenses 


d)  Importation  and  liberation  permits 

e)  Area  use  permits — for  group  of  less  than  50  individuals  if  under 
adult  supervision  for  a  period  of  not  more  than  one  week 

f)  Fish  and  Wildlife  use  permits 

g)  Scientific  collecting  not  involving  rare  or  endangered  species 
of  plants  or  animals 

h)   Certification  that  industrial  waste  treatment  facilities  are 
eligible  for  tax  relief  in  accordance  with  G.L.  c.  63,  s.  38D, 
provided  that  such  facility  shall  be  licensed  after  the  pre- 
paration of  an  assessment  or  report,  if  required 

i)   Orders  of  Conditions  under  G.  L.  c.  131,  s.  Uo  as  they  pertain 
to  the  construction  of  a  single-family  dwelling. 


Class  10 


I 


Specific  exemptions  relating  to  the  Division  of  Water  Pollution  Control. 
The  following  projects  of  the  division  shall  be  categorically  exempt. 

a.  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  l6  of  Chapter  5^6  of 
the  Acts  of  1973,  (l)  any  permit  determination,  construction  grant, 
regulations,  order  or  other  action  pertaining  to  publicly  owned 
collection  or  treatment  facilities  which  are  defined  as  "treatment 
works"  in  21  M.G.L.  S.  26A  (S.  26A  defines  "treatment  works"  as  "any 
and  all  devices,  processes  and  properties,  real  or  personal,  used 

in  the  collection,  pumping,  transmission,  storage,  treatment,  dis- 
posal, recycling,  reclamation  or  reuse  of  waterborne  pollutants")  ; 
or  (2)  to  any  project  or  portion  thereof  for  which  an  environmental 
impact  appraisal  or  report  is  required  under  a  federal  law  or 
regulation; 

b.  An  order  directing  compliance  with  a  discharge  permit  or  other 
requirement  of  law,  or  referral  of  a  violation  to  the  Attorney 
General  for  appropriate  remedial  action  in  the  courts; 

c.  Awards  of  grants  or  contracts  for  research  and  demonstration  projects 
and  pilot  studies  that  do  not  involve  increased  di  scharges  to  the 
waters  of  the  Commonwealth; 

d.  Industrial  waste  discharge  permits,  subject  to  the  following 
conditions: 


1.   The  revised  regulations  establishing  water  quality 
standards  and  receiving  water  classifications,  shall 
be  promulgated  after  full  compliance  with  General 
Laws,  Chapter  30,  Section  62. 


On  individual  permits,  at  the  time  when  engineering 
plans,  if  any,  are  before  the  Division,  an  assessment 
form  shall  be  filed  relating  to  all  potential  impacts 
of  the  proposed  treatment  facility  not  examined  in 
the  water  quality  standard  and  stream  classification 
adoption  procedures. 


APPENDIX   C 
DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

The  following  is  a  list  of  projects  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  that  are  categorically  exempt  pursuant  to  Section  8, 
of  these  regulations. 

Division  of  Fairs 


Class  1 

Allotment  of  state  funds  to  maintain  or  operate  facilities  to 
further  aid  in  the  display  of  exhibits  and  the  health  and  comfort  of 
the  general  public  pursuant  to  Section  2(h)  of  Chapter  128  of  the 
General  Laws.   This  class  shall  include  the  allotment  of  state  funds 
for  prize  money  in  agricultural  fairs  pursuant  to  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  division. 

Class  2 

Allotment  of  state  funds  pursuant  to  Section  2(h)  of  Chapter  128 
of  the  General  Laws,  to  replace  or  reconstruct  single,  small  existing 
structures  and  facilities  where  the  new  structure  will  be  located  on  the 
same  site  as  the  structure  replaced  and  will  have  the  i:ame  purpose  and 
capacity  as  the  structure  replaced. 

Class  3 

Allotment  of  state  funds  pursuant  to  Section  2(h)  of  Chapter  128  of 
the  General  Laws  for  the  construction  and  location  of  single,  small, 
temporary  new  facilities  or  structures  where  the  total  volume  of  the 
structure  does  not  exceed  10,000  cubic  feet  and  the  surroundings  are  re- 
turned to  their  original  condition  after  the  construction/installation 
of  the  structure.   Temporary  structures  shall  be  demolished  or  removed 
within  (5)  years  of  the  date  of  their  completion  and  the  entire  site 


returned  to  its  original  condition. 

The  installation  of  minor  new  equipment. 

Class  4 

Allotment  of  state  funds,  pursuant  to  Section  2(h)  of  Chapter  128 

of  the  General  Laws,  for  minor  alterations  to  land  landscape/ground- 

keeping,  any  activity  thit  may  alter  or  disturb  temporarily  the  surface 
of  the  land  but  after  the  ^:ompletion  of  which  tlie  land  will  be  returned 
to  substantially  the  same  condition,  e.g.,  minor  soil  grading,  seeding, 
planting,  etc. 
Class  6 

The  inspection  and  approval  of  agricultural  Fairs,  including 
granting  certificates  of  approval  to  horse  or  dog  r.icing  meetings  in 
connection  with  a  major  fair,  pursuant  to  Rules  34-36  of  the  Rules  and 
Regulations  of  the  Division  of  Fairs,  Massachusetts  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  Chapter  128,  Section  2  of  the  General  La\ 


iws , 


Division  of  Plant  Pest  Control 


Class  6 


Inspection  to  check  for  quality  and  health  of  plants  in  relatii.m 
to  insect  pests. 

(a)  inspection  of  nursery  .stock  and  issue  of  licenses  to 
grow  and  sell  nursery  stock; 

(b)  promulgation  and  enforcement  of  plant  quarantines; 

(c)  issue  of  warnings  and  certificates  in  relation  to  plant  . 
quarantines; 

(d)  issuance  of  certificates  for  interstate  movement  for 
gypsy  moth/J£ipanese  beetle  quarantine  progr-ims; 


(e)  i'jsue  of  permits  for  entry  and  planting  of  current 
and  gooseberry  planting  stock;  and 

(f)  field  surveys  to  determine  the  presence  of  Insects  and 
any  accompanying  small  eradication  programs. 

Division  of  Dairying  and  Animal  Husbandry 
Class  T' 

The  collection  of  samples  of  milk  from  dairy  herds  in  the 
mastitis  control  program. 
Class  6 

The  inspection  and  registration  of  all  dairy  farms  in  the: 
state  and  the  issuance  of  Certificates  of  Registration  for  same. 

The  inspection  of  all  raw  milk  rt'cciving  stations  and  the 
issuance  of  permits  to  same. 

The  inspection  of  all  raw  milk  transportation  facilities 
including  bulk  tank  pick-up  trucks  and  over- the-road  tankers. 


APPENDIX   C 
STATE  RECLAMATION  BOARD 

The  following  is  a  list  of  projects  of  the  State  Reclamation 
Board  that  are  categorically  exempt  pursuant  to  Section  8.  of  these 
regulations . 

Class  1 

The  operation,  maintenance  and  minor  alteration  of  existing 
streams  and  ditches,  including  the  cleaning  of  debris,  silt,  plant 
and  tree  roots  and  other  obstructions  from  streams  and  ditches;  the 
operation,  maintenance  and  repair  of  tidal  gates,  dams,  ocean  out- 
falls; the  operation  and  maintenance  of  ditch  cleaning  equipment, 
vehicles  and  other  tools  and  equipment  used  in  Lhe  maintenance  and 
minor  alteration  of  ditches  and  streams  and  the  ditch  banks  and 
stre'im  banks;  the  maintenance  and  minor  alteration  of  existing 
structures  used  in  connection  with  the  operation  of  mosquito,  green- 
head  fly,  midge  and  aquatic  weed  control  programs. 
Class  2 

The  replacement  or  reconstruction  of  existing  ditches,  dams, 
ocean  outfalls,  structures,  equpment,  tools  and  vehicles  used  in 
connection  with  the  operation  of  mosquito,  greenhead  fly,  midge  and 
aquatic  weed  control  programs. 
Class  3 

The  construction  of  small  ditches  tributary  to  or  connecting 
with  existing  ditches  and  streams. 


APPENDIX  C 
OUTDOOR  ADVERTISING  BOARD 


All  individual  licenses  and  permits  issued  by  the  Board  shall 
be  categorically  exempt,  provided,  however,  that  the  Board  shall 
prepare  a  combined  report  pursuant  to  regulation  h   on  these  actions 
no  later  than  January  1,  197 5 • 
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